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alone. Certainly no expense has been spared to enhance
the British predominant influence in Palestine and in both
upper and lower Mesopotamia. The great enterprises in
Turkey which interest British capital most are the irri-
gation projects in Mesopotamia so ably started by
British engineers following the plans of Sir "William
Willcocks, the petroleum fields in the Middle East, and
railway and port development in Palestine and in western
Asia Minor. Banking and trading activities, especially
at Constantinople and Smyrna, have always been con-
spicuous factors in British overseas enterprise.
German interest in Turkey has been a comparatively
recent development. The conclusion of the Franco-Prus-
sian War gave Germany a realization of her potential
strength as a world power. The wonderful resources
of Asia Minor have received most careful attention.
The theatrical visit of the Kaiser to Turkey in 1898,
when he professed his keen friendship for the Moham-
medans, was of unquestioned aid in the later railway,
port, mining and other concessions which were success-
fully secured by German nationals. Petroleum, cop-
per, coal and chrome ore, as well as grain and cotton,
were desired by Germany in connection with her pro-
gram of national and international economy. Bailway
concessions appeared to offer the best means for secur-
ing the easiest access to these raw materials and at the
same time for blocking British plans on the Persian Gulf.
What the future position of Germany in the Turkish Re-
public may be is an open question. But there are many
reasons for believing that Germany will occupy a much
more important position than would be inferred from a
digest of European and American books and periodicals.
The interest of Russia in Turkey largely relates to
securing an unrestricted passage for the products of
south Bussia from the Black Sea through the Straits to

